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several different methods of representing the same sounds. This difficulty has already been partly obviated by the adoption or recommendation, by different countries or recognized geographical authorities in different countries, of an alphabet specially devised for geographical purposes. But these also are all notoriously inadequate, and the inadequacy of those alphabets presents peculiar difficulties in the way of the phonetic representation of geographical names, with the result that the same name will be very diversely spelled by different explorers. That being so, I have to suggest that it would be very advisable to agree upon an international alphabet, not, in the meantime at least, to be used for the spelling of place-names or the supersession of the alphabet already recommended by geographical authorities in various countries, but as a common standard of reference, so that the geographical authorities of all countries might have the means of deciding which signs recommended by them were to be used for the representation of sounds for which provision was made in a more nearly complete alphabet than their own. I say in a more nearly complete alphabet, for I think it will be recognized that it would not be desirable to attempt to represent all the minute shades of sound which are to be found in different cases. In English, for example, Dr. Sweet recognizes seventeen vowel sounds apart from the full vowel diphthongs. French, it is said, has fifteen different vowel sounds and several of these are sounds which do not occur in English. There are thus bound to be at least a score of vowel sounds for which a really complete international alphabet would need to make provision. But if that were attempted it seems to me that the alphabet would be rather too complex for the purpose intended. It would be necessary, therefore, to come to some understanding as to the sounds which it would be really well to represent in such an alphabet as that indicated.
If an agreement could be come to on that head, then it seems to me to be very desirable to have this alphabet recorded on gramophone records by means of a number of words containing the separate sounds which it is desired to represent in various combinations as pronounced by those who speak perfectly the languages to which those sounds belong. A copy of the gramophone record might then be kept by every geographical society of importance and serve as a basis for rules as to the use to be made of the special alphabet belonging to each country in the phonetic writing of new names.